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DON’T FORGET!   

OCTOBER 17
th

! 

 

Help us get ready for winter by finishing the 

many clean-up/ repair projects that we have 

throughout the church!  Our big project this 

year is to paint the ceiling in the Parish Hall. 

 

We will begin at 8 a.m. and go until the projects 

are complete or we just run out of steam! 

 

We will even feed you lunch, so make sure to 

sign up at the clipboard kiosk. 
 

mailto:SethandMegan@msn.com
http://www.acai-1.com/
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.dbremovalservice.co.uk/ESW/Images/house_cleaning_cartoon%255B1%255D.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.dbremovalservice.co.uk/Cleaning.html&usg=__cfmJZqC4elWCvdwEgZCzTKV6ipY=&h=160&w=338&sz=12&hl=en&start=34&tbnid=kweeN1TFnu3GGM:&tbnh=56&tbnw=119&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dcleaning%2Bcartoon%26gbv%3D2%26ndsp%3D18%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Doff%26sa%3DN%26start%3D18
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Cynthia Roberts-303-791-7286  

croberts@alcatel-lucent.com 
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John Manta 
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The Gregorian Chant is 

published monthly, except 

July, by the Episcopal Parish of 

St. Gregory, 6653 West 

Chatfield Avenue, Littleton, CO 

80128 

 

Dear Brothers  & Sisters in Christ, 

 I donôt know if it is just a promotion of the Family Christian Store or a wider 

movement, but October is designated ministry appreciation month. (It started as 

Pastor appreciation and has now expanded to ñministry.ò) So I would like to try to 

briefly express my appreciation for many of the ministers of St. Gregoryôs. 

 Starting with the staff, Jorie brings enthusiasm and care to her ministry as our 

office person. She not only does the normal secretarial work, she also functions as 

our bookkeeper, receptionist, greeter, schedule coordinator, and anything else I need. 

She does all of this with joy and grace.  Blane is another person of grace, leading our 

choir to wonderful contributions and leadership of our music in worship. He is a 

blessing to our worship. His keyboard improvisations are a true blessing as well. Kim 

is doing a tremendous job with our Childrenôs ministries. I appreciate her joy and 

enthusiasm, calmly dealing with all of the challenges of coordinating not only Sunday 

School, but the many other programs for our children. Deacon Shirl has been a 

blessing (I guess I am going to overuse that word, but it is my role to bless). I 

particularly appreciate her wonderful manner in assisting me in visiting those unable 

to be in church. She brings joy to her calling. Of course it is a great blessing (thereôs 

that word again) to have Fr. Bob back with us in his ñretirement.ò Another person of 

enthusiasm and grace! 

 We are truly gifted with so many involved in ministries. On our pledge cards, you 

will note the long list of ministries, of which I am sure I have left one out. It is so nice 

to see the children serving as acolytes. Often one or more will come to me saying, 

ñCan I serve today?ò Our Altar Guild (under the gentle leadership of Gail Beets), our 

Flower Guild (Sue Smith & Carole Cross lead them), and our Counters (Ken Beets 

keeps this smoothly functioning- listed them twice, must really want help) all work 

weekly behinds the scenes in true servant ministry. 

 Others serve weekly in our worship through reading, Chalice Ministry, Greeters, 

Coffee Host (lovingly coordinated by Lisa Norton), St. Arbuckôs baristas and 

Ushering.  I thank all of you for always being so conscientious, being there, and 

serving with joy. I am particularly grateful for our Prayer Team who serves just out 

of sight in the Chapel. It is so wonderful that each week we can offer this ministry to 

any and all. Thank you to all Sunday School teachers & nursery attendants. I think it 

incredible that we have so many of our youth involved- Will Emerson teaching the Jr. 

High class, the Hassesô and others working in the nursery. 

 We have many great outreach drives thanks to our Outreach Committee (ñThe 

Mission Outreach Board- MOBò), including the food coupons sold so faithfully by 

Caroline Lang-Mitchell and Jami Jones. The RAC (Resource Allocation Committee) 

only meets a few times, but they invest great care in helping us chart our financial 

course. Several of you have helped with our fellowship events, including OPALS- 

another blessing! And letôs not overlook Megan Reardon, who in addition to two 

little ones does our Chant each month. Thank you! 

 I truly appreciate our vestry, and all of you who currently serve or who have in 

the past. It is a real ministry of love to care so deeply about our life together and work 

to keep improving it. Special thanks go to the two who ñare stuckò there- the always 

thoughtful and dedicated work of Harvey as treasurer and Bonny as clerk. I tremble 

to think where we would be without them. 

 As you examine your pledge card, remember to look inside. That is not a list of 

neediness, but opportunity. We have so many involved in ministries. You may have 

heard of the 80/20 rule: 80% of the work is done by 20% of the organization. At St. 

Gregoryôs, I think we have 80% involved in some ministry. It is incredible. Be sure to 

underline the ministries you are currently doing as part of your pledge to God for the 
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coming year. It is not just about the funding of ministry; itôs about doing it. 

 And every one of you has the ministry of representing our community, either at 

church as you pass the Lordôs peace or greet and welcome the guests, or in your 

neighborhood as you bear witness to your faith, and invite the unchurched to come 

check us out. 

 Love from the center of who you are; don't fake it. Run for dear life from evil; 

hold on for dear life to good. 
10

 Be good friends who love deeply; practice 

playing second fiddle. 
11

 Don't burn out; keep yourselves fueled and aflame. 

Be alert servants of the Master, 
12

 cheerfully expectant. Don't quit in hard 

times; pray all the harder. 
13

 Help needy Christians; be inventive in 

hospitality. 
  God's kingdom isn't a matter of what you put in your stomach, 

for goodness' sake. It's what God does with your life as he sets it right, puts 

it together, and completes it with joy. 
18

 Your task is to single-mindedly serve 

Christ. Do that and you'll kill two birds with one stone: pleasing the God 

above you and proving your worth to the people around you. 
19

 So let's agree 

to use all our energy in getting along with each other. Help others with 

encouraging words.   Romans 12:9-13; 14:17-19 (The Message Translation) 

Blessings for all you do, 

Fr. Todd+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please watch for 

the stewardship 

materials and 

respond 

promptly. Thank 

you! 
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 More than one billion people – 1/6 of the world’s population – 

live in extreme poverty. The dimensions of human poverty go 
beyond income: pandemic disease, widespread conflict, 

environmental degradation, chronic hunger, and a lack of 
access to education are all both causes and effects. 

   
A total of 189 countries began the new century by signing the 

Millennium Declaration, pledging a massive global mobilization 
to cut poverty in half by 2015. Out of this historic covenant came eight measurable 

goals known as the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).  
 

The 74th General Convention adopted Resolution D-006 in support of the MDG’s. It 

calls us to contribute at least 0.7% of our budgets to support programs that foster 
economic development in the world’s poorest countries. 

 
In order to leverage the 0.7% set aside by the Colorado Episcopal Foundation, we invite 

every parish in the Diocese to join in this short campaign.  Working together as a 
Diocese we can make a greater impact. St. Gregory's will collect money during the 

month of October. We hope to raise $200 to contribute to those funds already 
committed by the Foundation. 

 
The Rev. Paul Garrett wrote in an article in 2009 Summer edition of The Colorado 

Episcopalian:  "The Holy Land remains locked in 
centuries old conflict which erupted again in the early 

days of 2009.  Civilian infrastructure, including 
houses, medical facilities and schools, were hard hit 

in the Gaza strip as well as targets in Israel.  The 

BBC reported that more than 400,000 Gazans were 
left without running water; 4,000 homes had been 

ruined, leaving almost 60,000 people homeless.  Our 
brothers and sisters in the Diocese of Jerusalem have 

answered the question of who is their neighbor by 
opening hospitals and clinics to serve all who need 

their healing services."  It is hoped that $7000 will be 
raised to match the $7000 already committed to the 

four healthcare institutions of the Episcopal Diocese 
of Jerusalem. Those four institutions are ideally 

situated to best serve patients in the region.  
 

Contributions may be placed in the offering plate or 
checks may be sent to the St. Gregory's office anytime during the month of October.  

Please note "More than a Match" (or just Match) on your contributions. 

 
 

~Your Outreach Committee 
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Heavenly Happenings 
By 

Kim Stephens  

 

The 2009 -10 Sunday school year is off to a great start!  On our first Sunday, the third through eighth graders completed 

their first service project by helping to package the food for the Fat Boys.  Our children are lea rning that service is not to be 

seen as òdoing for someoneó but as òbeing in relationshipó with another for a common purpose.  Service is one way we fulfill our 

Baptismal Covenant by putting our faith into practice and connecting the Gospel to our daily li fe.  Thank you to Sherri 

Schanbacher for all of your hard work in organizing this project and for serving in this ministry!   

On Sept. 18 th, Mike Lestition and his zoo volunteer partner Vicki brought the zoo to St. Gregoryõs!  All of the classes were 

invit ed to see, hear about and touch the animals!  The children learned about how God created animals to be unique in their own 

way and how their special characteristics help them to survive.  A very special òThank You!ó to Mike and Vicki for sharing their 

time  and talents with us!   

One of the things we are exposing the children to this year is different types of prayer.  The first and second graders have 

begun by learning guided meditative prayer as well as practicing the Sign of the Cross.  The Jr. High Youth  Group will try 

writing their own prayers as well as learning those in the Book of Common prayer as part of their Confirmation preparation.  

We share our favorite prayers before eating snack as well as praying for our friends who have birthdays, special oc casions, or 

any concerns each week.   

I was given a Young Families Prayer Journal that was prepared by Joe Hattick from St. Michaelõs in Colorado Springs.  I 

thought Iõd share a prayer from the journal with you each month if youõd like to use them at home with your family.  

Here is the prayer for October:  

Blessed are you God, creator of the universe.  You who are the very author of life itself gave to us our family.  Let us 
remember those who gave us life and to whom we have given life.  Let us treat kindly  each member of our family and forgive 
one another when we feel wronged.  Let us recognize each member of our family for the gifts they bring to us.  Let us bless 
each member of our family and the work they contribute to the familyõs success.  Finally, let us all turn to one another with 
hope and trust for our needs to be met.  Thank you God for each one of us!  Amen  

Whatõs Coming Up?? 

Youth Sunday is a special day when the children of the parish actively participate in celebrating the Church service.  In the  

past, we have celebrated Youth Sunday at the end of our Church school year in May.  This year we are going to celebrate in 

the Fal l.   I am hoping to celebrate Youth Sunday on November 8 th  this year.  This means that the children will be working hard 

on preparing songs, prayers and special projects for this service in the weeks ahead.  Please look for more information to 

follow in th e Plain Song as this date approaches.    

Childrenõs Ministry Schedules: 

Sunday School  
October 4 th -  Julie Wolfinger, Kathryn Finlaw -Heitz, Lori Hazen, Kim Stephens, Janise McNally, Tim Dennis, Will Emerson  

October 11 th -  Julie Wolfinger, Kim Imel, Kim Stephens, Janise McNally, Tim Dennis, Will Emer son 

October 18 th -  Julie Wolfinger, Kim Stephens, Janise McNally, Tim Dennis, Will Emerson  

October 25 th -Julie Wolfinger, Kim Imel, Kim Stephens, Janise Mc Nally, Tim Dennis, Will Emerson   

November 1st -  Beth Prinzi, Kathryn Finlaw -Heitz, Margie Erbeck, Kim Stephens, John and Jennifer Manta  

November 8 th -  Youth Sunday 

November 15 th -22nd-  Beth Prinzi, Margie Erbeck, Kim Stephens, John and Jennifer Manta  

November 29 th -  Beth Prinzi, Kathy Kreidler, Margie Erbeck, Kim Stephens, John and Jennifer Manta  

Nursery  
Oct. 4 th -  Shelby Pumphrey, Alexis Gra ntham 

Oct. 11th -  Brett Hasse, Grace Hazen  

Oct. 18 th -  Andi Martin, Chad Hasse  

Oct. 25 th -  Janice Stevens, Katelyn Erbeck  

 

Nov.  1st -  Shelby Pumphrey, Alexis Grantham  

         8 th -  Julie Wolfinger, Brett Hasse  

         15th -  Andi Martin, Chad Hasse  

         22nd-  Janice Stevens, Katelyn Erbeck  

         29 th -  Orie Roberts, Grace Hazen  
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August Financials 

 
August has turned out to be a month of continued maintenance on all levels. This is 

good news since historically we usually fall behind in income in the summer months and 
have increased expenses for insurance due to our policy period starting on August first 

of each year. This year we have kept our pledge and plate income up and actual cash 
flow slightly over budget due to some September pledges being paid in August. 

 
The expenses are under budget at this point, primarily due to about $7,000 un-billed 

insurance premiums, $1,400 unspent (yet) maintenance budget, and miscellaneous 

copier and other bills. I would currently expect that we will be very close to balancing 
expenses between budget and actual at the end of the year. 

 
I also now feel it reasonable to project that we will maintain income so that we will be 

able to overcome the ~$4,400 budget deficit we projected in our April budget revision. 
 

Once again thanks to everyone for your continued assistance on both the income and 
expense sides. 

August 2009     Actual   Budget 
YTD 

Actual 
YTD Budget 

Pledge Income 18,699 16,793 149,424 145,494 

Plate Income 2,704 2,830 20,577 20,377 

Other Income 458 321 19,576 14,992 

Total Income 21,860 19,944 189,577 180,863 

Expenses 19,967 19,422 169,915 180,643 

          

 

0 50,000 100,000 150,000 200,000

Total Income

Expenses

YTD Budget

YTD Actual

Budget

Actual
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Sunday Worship and Activities 

7:30 and 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
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9:00 a.m. (except summer) 

Child Care:  8:45ï11:15 a.m. 

Youth Group: 7:00ï8:30 p.m. 

Office Hours:  MondayïFriday 9:00 a.m.ï1:00 p.m. 

Closed Holidays and as Announced 
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God Bless Our Defenders 
Thomas Wihera  
Bill Sutton  
Andrew Hoffmann  
Aaron Quintinar  
Christopher Beets  
Clay Unruh  
Todd Holbrook  
John Freeman  
Tim Bisping  
Chase Petitijean  
Ford McGuffee  
Evan Brown  
Alexander Frank  
Tyler & Colin McNamee  

 

 

Clifton Crandall  

Jeremiah Allen  

Kirby Wasson  

Travis Blackman  

Arthur Thorness  

Alexander Colchiski  

Ben Powell  

Eileen Laubacher  

Joseph Ottmo  

Brandon Seder 


