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The Blessing of
The Animals

October 12, 2008
1:00 P.M.

Join us as we bless our animals with St. Frances Cabrini Roman
Catholic church in honor of St. Francis. Bring your dogs, cats,
birds, or other tame animals to the prayer garden for the annual
blessing!

St. Francis, whose feast day is October 4th, loved the larks flying
about his hilltop town. He and his early brothers, who were staying
in @ small hovel, allowed themselves to be displaced by a donkey.

St.Francis wrote a Canticle of the Creatures, an ode to God’s living
things. “All praise to you, Oh Lord, for all these brother and sister
creatures.”

The Gregorian Chant of Saint Gregory’s Parish

October 2008 Page 1



mailto:SethandMegan@msn.com
http://www.acai-1.com/

THE VESTRY
Fr. Todd Sorensen
720/363 -2118 i
frdrummer@msn.com

Sr. Warden 8 Scott Kingsbury
303-742-9704
scottkingsbury@gmail.com

Jr. Warden & Bill Kreidler
303-933-9070
bkreidler@mkainc.com

Treasurer & Harvey Frank
303-795-6067
harvey@acai -1.com

Clerk & Bonnie Frank
303 -795-6067
bonnie@acai -1.com

AREAS OF OVERSIGHT
Long Range Planning 38 Vestry

Worship
Jami Jones & 303 -566-5958
haroldj@usa.net

Spiritual Growth Education
John Manta & 303/948 -1446
jmanta@gsb.uchicago.edu

Physical Facilities
Jim Tierney 0 303-478-2415
jimmytco@comcast.net

Fellowship/Evangelism
Tim Dennis i 303 -969 -0784
timd03@comcast.net

Resources/Stewardship
Gary Schanbacher 9
303-797-7010 o
garyschl@comcast.net

Outreach
Orie Roberts 8 303/791 -7296
orieroberts2@hotmail.com

The Gregorian Chant is
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July, by the Episcopal Parish of
St. Gregory, 6653 West

Chatf ield Avenue, Littleton, CO
80128

From the Rector

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ,

Recently I noticed a bit of the advertising on a can of tea we have. On the lid it
says: “Approved by the Minister of Well-Being.” It got me thinking: wouldn't it be
nice if there were such a person in government? I guess we may expect all of our
elected leaders to be this. Maybe some expect me to be this. Children expect their
parents to be this. Sometimes we may even expect ourselves to be this.

It might be nice to have someone provide for our well-being. This week the news
has been about the aftermath of destruction from Ike, and the turmoil in banking
with banks that have survived the depression unable to survive today. Our country
could use a minster of well-being, but we are left with anxiety, or even fear.

Either anxiety or fear can be debilitating, robbing us of the energy we might
normally use in a more creative manner. Living from fear is often like raising the
drawbridge over the moat of our personal or family castles. We withdraw, we try to
escape to more pleasant endeavors, we can even become essentially paralyzed,
going through the motions but not really engaged. Many see the stock decline as
acting out of fear, which only exacerbates the situation. The thinking of fear is often
“we can't.”

So what can we do? Obviously we can’t be like Kevin Bacon’s character in “"Animal
House” waving his hands at the panicked crowd, crying “All is well” just before being
trampled into the sidewalk by the mob. But we can turn to the true minister of well-
being. The presence of God through the Holy Spirit is for all times, not just the good.
It is easy to say “God is good” when times are good, when we are prospering and
those around us are doing well. Much more difficult is saying that while times are not
so good, or are terrible. Yet that is what faith is about.

For me, finding the peace of God’s presence has meant that no matter what
happens (and I have had my own tough times) I can know that He is near, that He is
here with me. The well-being of knowing this presence transcends circumstances. I
recall a story about a minster taken captive in WW II by the Japanese, and given the
task of digging out the latrines, standing knee deep in the muck all day. What was his
response to this? He sang hymns all day, content knowing the guards wouldn’t be
disturbing him or telling him to stop.

This is not quite the same as the lemons- lemonade saying. It is not just "make
the best of it.” It is more a simple but powerful, *I am with you.” From that we may
be able to make the best of it, or even just to endure without giving up, without
despair. That is not easy or simple to do. But through the grace given us in Jesus, it
is possible.

There is a saying attributed to different folk when asked how long they pray. The
answer is that they spend x minutes a day in prayer, except when they are
particularly busy and stressed. Then they spend twice as long. When times are tough,
when God feels distant, it is even more imperative to seek the presence of God.

If you are not feeling this presence these days, it is in the community of faith that
it can be rekindled. Come to church and find that peace which passes understanding.
May that time spent in worship recharge you to endure the coming week in hope and
confidence. Setting aside this special time to focus on the Spirit is a way of giving
yourself a gift each week- a gift to bring you strength for the days to follow. Make
this a time to fortify yourself with the well-being of Jesus.

---Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in ourofiope
sharing the glory of God. And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering
produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope doe
disappoint us, because God's love has been ggaolinto our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been
given to us. Romans 53--

Your brother in Christ,

Jetr
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resvenly Hefpning:

Kim Stephens

To begin, | 6d |Ili ke to send a very big and b e |VacatierdBibke $dnaol
fun and faith filled experience! Thank you to the Emerson family for providing snack supplies needed for theeliileircovia m¢
otest tube treats! o Thank you t o t hSchultzyJestvChristophgrekate Erbebkad
Hazen, and Mark and Robbie Manta. Your participation really helped to keep the children organized and madekhioggdun!
the station leaders, Lori Hazen, Shelby Pumphrey, John Manta, JagiseavgNaller, John Schultz, Julie and Chase Wolfinger
Michael Stephens, Kim Imel, Will Emerson, and Dan and Connor Fairbairn. Your creativity and teaching talentdramaned t
kept them wanting more! Thank you to all of the children whoipa& i pat ed, you are an amazin

You can still join in the fun in our Sunday school program. If you have not yet registered, but would like forn)corpariid{pate
in our Sunday school program, pleasaler call me ahichaelkim_noah@qwestoreB034706442. | have extra copies of the
registration form if you need one, or bring your completed form with you on Sunday.

Speaking of oblasts, 6 Sunday school h asr roifcfulcum,l | Gr osu pad
We are sorry that many of you were unable to join us! We are missing many of our friends and hope to see you soon!

The Hands on Bible curriculum incorporates music, art, interactive Bible stories, and plaforisls afnthectivities are directly rel
to that Sundayds Bible Point. I n September we | stagnene Msk
your first or second grader dathleamningabagtDavédni ng. 6 I n Octo

The third through fifth grade class is also off to a great start with our Youth Emmaus program which we are usimthyfeartat S
Gregoryds. The theme for Sept emb enceoi@od araukdruoand imogr lives dn
October the theme is oLiving it and Giving it . 6withdadthes. c

All of the classes worked hard on the first service project oftheyeaThey, sorted, wrapped an
Boys6 on Fat Boy Sunday. It was amazing to seelagdidthe
Parish Hall!

We will participate in the Opgoa Christmas Child program again this year in November. Look for more details to follow.
Sunday School teacher schedule:

Oct. 5-26™ Kathy Kreidler/ Kim Imel, Margie Erbeck/Will Emerson, Kim Stephens
Nov. 2-23'- Julie Wolfinger/Kim Imel, JennifeManta, Tim/Tori Dennis

Nursery Schedule:

Oct. 5- Meredith Meyers Nov. 9- Jeff & Chad Hasse
Brett Hasse

Oct. 12 Julie Wolfinger Nov. 23 Wendy & JosephDiBiasi
Kayla Hasse

Oct. 19 Jennifer Ashworth Nov. 30- Orie Roberts/Kayla Hasse

Sarah Emerson
Oct. 26-Wendy & Joseph DiBiasi
Nov. 2- Lisa Miller/Brett Hasse
Nov. 16- JenniferAshworth/Sarah Emerson
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TJesus said, I

am the Light!”

Franm nioveeina

DOWN Birth of Christ

Who were tending their flocks by night

Who announcedthe birth of Christ tothe shepherds

Thewise men bowed down to Jesusto him

“The of peace” - one of thetitles of Jesus
mother of Jesus
Jesuswas born in a

1

2

3

4 Jesuswas born in thistown
L]

8 ] 3
9

10 The shepherds were in 3
the when they saw
an angel

10 \L\{

- Bill Waiters Publications - All rights reserved
=]
-
3]

11

K il

Copyright 2001

ACROSS

1 Thewise men followed a that led themto Jesus
5 humanfather of Jesus

7 Therewas no at the inn for Jesus

9 one of the gifts of the three wise men

11 Jesus could not stay at the ____ because it was full
12 and on earth » goodwill toward men [Luke 2:14)

L4

GOD IN HEAVEN
MADE A FARM

( To the tune of Old
Macdonald)

God in heaven made a farm Halle Halle lujah
and on his farm he made a chicken Halle Halle lujah
with a cluck cluck here and a cluck cluck there
here a cluck there a cluck everywhere a cluck cluck
God in heaven made a farm Halle Halle lujah

God in heaven made a farm Halle Halle lujah
and on his farm he made a cow Halle Halle lujah
with a moo moo here and a moo moo there
here a moo there a moo everywhere a moo moo
God in heaven made a farm Halle Halle lujah

More puzaes at hitp:/biblewordgames.com
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FALL CLEAN UP > ItDO.TTYGPrAIgT%(O!!r!! vos A
DAY

Start Collecting your extra

hotel and motel soaps and
October 25th shampoos, as well as other

hygene products such as

Come he|p get the toothpaste, toothbrushes,
toilet paper, feminine

Parish ready for the hygene products, _ etc.
winter. Bring them to the parish

hall on Sunday, November
Keep your eyes and 9th and enjoy a wonderful

ears open for more breakfast to show our
detalls! appreciation!

Communications Update

We are still transitioning to our new - e-Chant. Just so everyone knows, here is some information on how
we are doing this for the moment.

The Chant is published online on our website by the first of each month. In addition, it will be
mailed as a pdf (Adobe Acrobat Reader) file via e-mail. If you cannot read a pdf file, the Chant is still
online. Go to our website
(http://acai-1.com/stgregory/webpage.shtml), and at the top of the page, click on “Misc Items and
Reports,” which will open a page with the available current and past issues of the Chant. Make sure to
choose “view as html” if you cannot open pdf files.

Because we have been publishing the ministry schedules online, they are not included on the e-
Chant. They may be accessed by the link at the top of the page: “Ministry Schedule.” They should be
updated each month for the next two months to help your planning.

We have just updated our calendar option on the website. Now if you go to the “Worship
Schedule” link at the top of the page, it will take you to a Google version of our calendar. Actually, it
includes the parish calendar, plus the youth group calendar and national holidays. It is in “real time”-
when we update either the parish or youth group calendar in the office, it immediately shows up online.
You can scroll through various months to look ahead. This is great for keeping up to date on events. (Do
not use the “Google calendar button in the home page, as it takes you to Google, where you have to
register.) Again, since this is already on the website, we did not include it in the e-Chant.

So for those with e-mail, you should have received an e-mail with the pdf version of the Chant
attached, plus links for the Chant online, the worship schedule online, and the calendar online. You
should be able to just click on those links to take you directly to those pages.

For those without e-mail, we are printing copies of the Chant with both the calendar and ministry
schedules. Starting with this next issue, they will be available at church on the first Sunday for pickup
(saving us postage!). They will have the addresses on them of those without e-mail so that we may
make sure they get a copy of the Chant. So be sure and pick up the one with your label on it. We will
have extra non-addressed copies available as well.

The Gregorian Chant of Saint Gregory’s Parish October 2008 Page 5



(http:/acai-1.com/stgregory/webpage.shtml),

MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT - RESOURCES

Some ministries of the church involve many people, and are very visible. Resource ministries do neither,
yet are vital for the ongoing health of our congregation. The first main activity of this area is the
Resource Allocation Committee (the RAC), which meets each year starting in August to begin working on
the budget for the coming year. They prepare a “wish list” budget with input from all those in other
ministries that have their own budgets, like Sunday School. They try to predict with great care the
expenses for the coming year. That budget”(actually, just the expense side) is refined and presented to
the vestry for their information.

The second activity of this area is Stewardship, which is actually more than the annual drive for
pledges. Stewardship is “taking care of”, and refers to the fact that all we have we have only in trust
from our Creator. The issue is not how much to give for God’s work, but how much to return to enable
that work. Once the pledges for the next year are gathered, the RAC meets again to create the budget.
Pledging is vital to help us in our planning, but it is also a spiritual discipline for all of us to grow in faith
and trust in God.

The final budget is presented for approval of the vestry at the January meeting each year, and
shortly thereafter shared with the congregation at the annual budget meeting.

These people (not a large group) work behind the scenes to make sure we are adequately funded
to continue God’s work in our church. With the invaluable assistance of our Treasurer, Harvey Frank, this
group has helped us be exemplary stewards. We have a very tight but workable budget each year
because of the generosity and faith of each of you, the grace of God, and the hard work of these people.

So let’s thank Gary Schanbacher, Harvey, Bill Kreidler, Al Norton, Jeff Hasse, Caroline Lang-
Mitchell, and Randi Ruscetta for all of their efforts in service to the common good and God'’s glory.

chant Chuckle

At Sunday School they were teaching how God created everything, including hurtde b
Johnny seemed especially intent when they told him how Eve was created out of one of
Later in the week his mother noticed him lying down as though he were ill, and said, Jo

the matter? Little Johnny responded, "I haveia pgjirside. | think I'm going to have a wil

Thanke t Final_“;]i_al Report for AUSIJUdSt 200? buti August 08 Actual | Budget [YTD Actug YTD Budget
anks to a parishioner’s generous pledge contribution

over their actual pledge and the good response of many Pledge Income 23.870 16.559] 157,982 152,805
other parishioners to catching up their pledges we have Plate Income 2,075 2778 16,139 20.555
now exceeded our pledge budget for the year by Other Income 264 344 1703 32000
~$5,000. This amount happens to be almost exactly what Total Income 26 209 19 681 195 823 195 360
is needed to make up the short falls in the Plate and . . . .
Miscellaneous income budgets, thus making the year to Expenses 25,760 20.051] 190,063 189,943

date income just over $400 above our budget. Thanks to
everyone for all of your help.

The extra income, this month, came just in time Expenses
to pay the previously unbilled insurance premiums and
the unanticipated additional expenses for next month’s
Diocesan convention in Loveland, thus bringing our year Total
to date expenses to ~$100 less than budgeted for the Income
year.

Thanks again for all of the good work.
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Is Your Stuffed Animal Collection Taking Over Your
Bedroom?

You can share a hug by sharing your stuffed animals.

Loving Hugs, Inc. collects new and gently used cuddly stuffed animals for children going through particularly stressful
situations, and who need something cuddly and soft to hug close and hold onto. The portable hugs help ease their fears
and bring them a sense of comfort during scary and stressful times in their lives. The portable hugs are given to children
in orphanages, hospitals, prisons and refugee camps. They also

gratefully accept financial donations to help them cover the costs for this

program.

HUG DONATION GUIDELINES:

Cuddly soft stuffed animals in new or excellent 'gently used' condition
between 4 to 14-inches tall;

Real animal likenesses: please no TV or movie characters, except for
example, Classic Disney, Snoopy, Winnie The Pooh, Eore;

Please no battery-operated stuffed animals;

{orving fugs fnc

Please no holiday designed or styled stuffed animals;

Please no reptiles, bugs, or sea creatures.

Please put your stuffed animal donations in the basket in the narthex. The last day for collection is Sunday, October 12th. For more information
about Loving Hugs, Inc., you can visit their website at www.lovinghugs.org

ore

than=a

atch

Our church is joining forces with the Colorado Episcopal Foundation and many other churches in our Diocese to raise
funds through More-than-a-Match!

The Foundation, as have many Episcopal organizations, allotted .7% of their annual budget towards the support of the

Mil Il ennium Devel opment Goal s. I n order t o mpegn Thaywillenatthh e f un
donations from throughout the Diocese, up to $12,000. The
Fundbés Water Project (providing potable and i r-constguatibnioban wa't

burned down primary school in war-torn Abyei, Sudan (area supported by the Sudanese Community Church, a special
congregation within our Diocese).

The goal is easy to accomplish. If 60 churches decide to raise $200 that means $24,000 total will be distributed among
these organizations. Our church has decided to raise $200. We will do so through donations. Please place donations in
the offering plate and designate "Match" on your check.

All the participating churches will be recognized during the Diocesan Convention in October, giving us a chance to let the
rest of the Diocese know what we are doing.

Join us as we help fulfill the Millennium Development Goals right here from our church.
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The Rev. Todd W. Sorensen, Rector
The Rev. Bob Walker, Assisting
The Rev. Shirl Ob6Hallor
Jorie Pumphrey, Administrative Assistant
Blane Abernathy, Music Director
Kim Stephens, Childrends
Ashlee Kisicki, Youth Minister

Sunday Worship and Activities
7:30 and 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Adult Breakfast Club and Church School
9:00 a.m. (except summer)
Child Care: 8:4b11:15 a.m.
Youth Group: 7:008:30 p.m.
Office Hours: MondalfFriday 9:00 a.ni 1:00 p.m.
Closed Holidays and as Announced

Non-profit Org.
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PAID

Permit #55
Littleton, CO

God Bless

Thomas Wihera
Andrew Hoffmann
Christopher Beets
Todd Holbrook
Tim Bisping
Ford McGuffee
Brandon Seder
Michael Machell
Mathew Candirian

Jeremiah Allen
Kirby Wasson

Our Defenders

Bill Sutton
Aaron Quintinar
Clay Unruh
John Freeman
Chase Petitijean
Evan Brown
Alexander Frank

Tyler & Colin McNamee
Clifton Crandall

John Duncan Freeman
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