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ALTAR FLOWERS

Our flowers add a touch of color and beauty to our worship services.
They are also a blessing in that they are taken to shut-ins after worship
each Sunday. Usually, they are given by members in remembrance of
loved ones or in thanksgiving for something or someone. We ask a
donation of $35 from those who wish to participate. If you do sign up for
flowers, please make sure your contribution is clearly labeled for flowers.
To help make sure it is credited properly, we now have envelopes with the
flower sign-up sheet. Just put the envelope in the plate. Thank you for
your adding this small but nice fouch to our worship. A special thank you
to our Flower Guild for purchasing the flowers and making the
arrangements each week, and to the Flower Delivery crew for taking
them to those unable to worship with us.

o YOU KNOWw

If you go to our web page and find the link for "Worship schedule”
you will actually find our calendar. Powered by Google, it is a real
time calendar. When we make changes in the office, it immediately
shows up in this calendar. You can change it to show month, week,
or day views, and scroll ahead to coming months. If you click on an
event, it brings up details about that event. Let’s say there is a
training workshop coming up. The details will tell you when it starts
and ends, and if a place is mentioned, it usually will offer to take
you to a map. It may also offer extra details about the event, such
as cost, what to bring, etc.. It would be handy to bookmark (or
“favorites”) this page.
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THE VESTRY
Fr. Todd Sorensen
720/363-2118 -
frdrummer@msn.com

Sr. Warden — Scott Kingsbury
303-742-9704
scottkingsbury@gmail.com

Jr. Warden — Bill Kreidler
303-933-9070
bkreidler@mkainc.com

Treasurer — Harvey Frank
303-795-6067
harvey@acai-1.com

Clerk — Bonnie Frank
303-795-6067
bonnie@acai-1.com

AREAS OF OVERSIGHT
Long Range Planning — Vestry

Worship
Jami Jones — 303-566-5958
haroldj@usa.net

Spiritual Growth Education
John Manta — 303/948-1446
Jjmanta@gsb.uchicago.edu

Physical Facilities
Jim Tierney — 303-478-2415
Jimmytco@comcast.net

Fellowship/Evangelism
Tim Dennis - 303-969-0784
timd03@comcast.net

Resources/Stewardship
Gary Schanbacher —
303-797-7010 —
garyschl@comcast.net

Outreach
Orie Roberts — 303/791-7296
orieroberts2@hotmail.com
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Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ,

The great architect Frank Lloyd Wright was fond of an incident that may
have seemed insignificant at the time, but had a profound influence on the rest
of his life. The winter he was 9, he went walking across a snow-covered field with
his reserved, no- nonsense uncle. As the two of them reached the far end of the
field, his uncle stopped him. He pointed out his own tracks in the snow, straight
and true as an arrow's flight, and then young Frank's tracks meandering all over
the field. "Notice how your tracks wander aimlessly from the fence to the cattle
to the woods and back again," his uncle said. "And see how my tracks aim
directly to my goal. There is an important lesson in that."

Years later the world-famous architect liked to tell how the experience had
contributed to his philosophy in life. "I determined right then," he'd say with a
twinkle in his eye, "not to miss the things in life, that my uncle had missed."

We are now in the season of Lent, the 40 days (not including Sundays)
before Easter. (Why not Sundays? Every Sunday is a celebration of the
resurrection.) Those of us who grew up in the church know this is the season for
giving up something, for fasting, or undertaking a special time of study or prayer.
The word “Lent” refers to the lengthening of days, to spring and the rebirth of
greenery. It is not about the shortest path to the goal, but the journey itself. It
really is a season to not miss important things in life- the most important being
the presence of God with us through Jesus. So we use these days to renew our
faith, to get back to the basics if you will.

With so many distractions , worries, and fears, the important can become
lost in the mix. It is good to take a bit of time to slow down, to step back, to
focus on what is important.

Abraham Lincoln felt a great need for wisdom during America's Civil War.
A personal friend of his wrote, "I had been spending three weeks at the White
House as the guest of the President. One night -- it was just before the Battle of
Bull Run -- I was restless and could not sleep. From Lincoln's bedroom I heard
the low tones of his voice. Looking in the door that was slightly ajar, I saw a
sight which I have never forgotten. The tall Chief Executive was kneeling before
an open Bible. He did not know I could overhear his agonizing supplications as he
pleaded, 'O Thou great God who heard Solomon in the night when he prayed and
cried for wisdom, hear me. I cannot lead these people. I cannot guide the affairs
of this country without Thy help. O Lord, hear me and save this nation."

Prayer is surrender--surrender to the will of God and cooperation with that
will. If I throw out a boathook from the boat so that it catches hold of the shore
and pull, do I pull the shore to me, or do I pull myself to the shore? Prayer is not
pulling God to my will, but the aligning of my will to the will of God. All of our
Lenten practices work in the same way- not to pull God to us, but to pull us to
the Father of all.

So I invite you during this season to be intentional about your life in
Christ, to focus once more on the basics, or, as Paul wrote: “Do you not know that in
a race the runners all compete, but only one receives the prize! Run in such a way that you may win
it.” Cor 9:24 (NRSV)

Lent actually is not a season of “without” but of richness. One day, a
financially comfortable father decided to take his son to the country, with the
purpose of showing him how poor people live, so that the son could understand
the value of things, and realize how fortunate they were. They stayed at a very
humble family's farm for a day and a night. As the trip ended, while returning
home, the father asked his son: "So, what did you think of the trip?" "It was
great, Dad!" "Did you see how poor and needy some people have to live?" "Yes!"
"And what did you learn?"asked the father.

"I saw that we have one dog in the house, but they have four. We have a
huge swimming pool, but they have a river that never ever ends. We have
imported lamps on the patio; they have the stars. Our backyard ends at the
fence, but theirs goes on and on into the horizon. But, especially though Dad, I
saw that they have time to talk to each other and live as a family. You and Mom
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have to work all day, and I hardly see you both!” As the conversation ended, the
father remained silent, and his son added: “"Thanks Dad, for showing me how rich
we could be!!”

It's about perspective. May your days be rich in faith!

Your brother in Christ,

7ott +

FINANCIALS FOR JANUARY

January was a month of a lot of activity. Much of this was in response to our
notice to the congregation that we were in a very tight financial position. There
were a number of new pledges and cash contributions in lieu of pledges which
continue into February. The net results to date including actions by the Vestry
detailed in the annual budget report improved our budget position to where we

are now only about $2,000 in deficit.

Relating the January transactions to the budget shows us being behind ~$2,400

in pledge & plate collections, some of which may relate to the people out of town

on the snowshoe trip. Our expenses were ~$1,400 below budget leaving us with
an approximate cash flow deficit of $1,000.

We assume that the pledges will be made up, and some of the bills will catch up
also, which will likely leave us about even for January.

I especially wish to thank Jorie for all of her work in the conversion of our
accounting to the new accounting software, which has been less than smooth,
but hopefully we will master the software soon.

January 2009 Actual Budget | YTD Actual | YTD Budget

Pledge Income 25,450 27,546 25,450 27,546

Plate Income 2,094 2,264 2,094 2,264

Other Income 8,160 7,796 7,721 7,796

Total Income 35,704 37,606 35,265 37,606

Expenses 22,814 24,237 22,814 24,237
Expenses

]

|
Total Income | ]
]
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FEAVENLY HAPPENINGS

By Kim Stephens

It is March and the season of Lent is upon us. We began our journey with Jesus through Lent by
making a cross-shaped puzzle. The puzzle had 6 pieces and was purple on one side and white on the
other. The puzzle represents the 6 weeks of Lent during which we see the color purple in the church.
The color purple represents a serious or sad time and is also a color for royalty. We talk about Jesus our
King and how he sacrificed his life for us. This is sad, but also wonderful. The 6 white pieces represent
the 6 weeks of Easter that follow. Did you know that Easter is not just one Sunday? White is a color of
purity. We talked about how Easter turns everything inside out and upside down. The color of getting
ready becomes the color of pure celebration. The sad seriousness and happiness join together to make
joy! The first and second graders wrote down things they will do during each week of Lent to get ready
and also to help them remember the sacrifice Jesus made for each of us. If you missed this lesson, I
have extra copies of the cross if you’d like to do this activity at home as a family.

During Sunday school, the children will hear stories about Jesus’ life through interactive
storytelling with our Godly Play “Faces of Easter” lessons. They will also experience God’s love for us
through a special prayer using “worry stones.” We each take turns choosing a stone from the basket.
While holding the stone, we think about something we’ve done or haven’t done that hurt someone
through our words or actions. For example, maybe someone forgot to share a toy. Maybe someone
didn’t listen to his/her parents. Children may share their worries or keep them quiet. We put our
“worries” into the stone and put the stone in a bowl. Our teacher pours water over the stones to “wash
away our worries” so that we can be forgiven and start again with a “clean slate” while saying a little
prayer.

We will celebrate Easter with a special performance by the third through fifth grade class. During
Lent, the older children will be re-creating the days of Holy Week into a skit. They will be writing,
producing, and performing! We need consistent attendance during these weeks in order to prepare for
the performance. There are many roles, big and small depending on your child’s preference. We are
hoping for all to participate in this hands-on learning experience.

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU to Julie Wolfinger, Tony & Lisa Miller, Jennifer Manta, and Will
Emerson for their time and talents teaching Sunday school last month. I am so grateful for your support
in this ministry!

Here are the schedules for this month and for the remaining months of our Sunday school year.

Nursery Schedules: Sunday school Schedules:
March 1- Wendy DeArment, Kayla Hasse
8-Julie Wolfinger, Chad Hasse March 1st-22nd- Kathy Kreidler, Lori Hazen,

15- Jennifer Ashworth, Brett Hasse
22- Wendy and Joseph DiBiasi
29- Julie Wolfinger, Kate Erbeck

Kim Stephens

March 29th, April 5th, April 19th-Tony & Lisa
Miller, Margie Erbeck, Kim Stephens

April 5- PALM SUNDAY- Wendy DeArment, Kayla | | APril 25th- EASTER SUNDAY- VOLUNTEERS

Hasse NEEDED
12- EASTER- Jennifer Ashworth, Brett Hasse April 26th- May 10th- Kim Stephens, Jennifer
19- Julie Wolfinger, Chad Hasse Manta,
26- Orie Roberts, Kate Erbeck May 17th- YOUTH SUNDAY
May 24th- MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND- NO

10- Julie Wolfinger, Chad Hasse _ _ '
17- YOUTH SUNDAY- Volunteers Needed May 31st- PENTECOST- CHILDREN'S CHAPEL

24- MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND- CLOSED BEGINS/ CLASSES COMBINED- Kim Stephens
31- PENTECOST-Jennifer Ashworth, Kate DATES FOR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Erbeck COMING SOON!!
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YOUTH G' OUP-NEWS

All youth in grades 6-12 are welcome to join St. Gregory's youth group. We normally meet on Sunday nights from
about 6-7:15pm. Certain activities may cause the day and time to change, so please see the St. Gregory's Youth
Group Calendar at www.google.com/calendar or the church's calendar on the main website for more updated

information, or email Ashlee Kisicki at ashlandria@hotmail.com. Bring a iriend and see you there!

Guitar Classes
Beginning guitar classes have begun for the youth on Sunday nights from 5:30pm-6pm beiore the regular youth
program. Ii you would like to participate, please bring your guitar, soft picks, a capo, and please be at the church
by about 5:15pm S0 you can tune your guitar beiore the class begins. For more iniormation, or ii you would like to
borrow a guitar, please contact Ashlee Kisicki at ashlandria@hotmail.com.

Adult Volunteers
A big thank-you to the adult volunteers that have stepped forward to help the youth on Sunday nights. We are
looking for a iew more adults to commit to one Sunday a month, those who can serve at special events, and those
who can serve as alternates when there is a last minute cancelation. Please prayerfully consider becoming a part oi
the youth program and seeing what awesome youth we are blessed with at St. Gregory's. You will truly be blessed
working with them.

Summer Jr. High Mission Trip
The deadline to turn in the application and $150 deposit ior the summer trip is March 1st. Ii your youth is interested
in going, but you missed the deadline, please contact Ashlee as soon as possible for more iniormation. We would
really like as many youth to be able to go to this as possible. If you would like to o, but are worried about the
cost, please also see Ashlee to discuss your interest in going. We will shortly begin to do some intense fundraising
activities in order to subsidize the trip. If anyone irom the congregation has any fundraising ideas, please let Ashlee
know as soon as possible. Ii there are any adulis that would like to spearhead certain fundraising activities, please
also contact Ashlee.

CHANT CHUCKLE
Bloopers in Church Bulletins

« Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in the church. So ends a friendship that
began in their school days.

e The ushers will come forward and take our ties and offerings.

e The rosebud on the altar this morning is to announce the birth of David Alan Belzer, the sin of
Reverend and Mrs. Julius Belzer.

o The eighth-graders will be presenting Shakespeare's Hamlet in the church basement on Friday at 7 p.m.
The congregation is invited to attend this tragedy.

e Don't let worry kill you off - let the church help.

o Please place your donation in the envelope along with the deceased person(s) you want remembered.

e Letus join David and Lisa in the celebration of their wedding and bring their happiness to a
conclusion.

o Helpers are needed! Please sign up on the information sheep.

o Diana and Don request your presents at their wedding.
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HOOKED ON BOOKS

This is the Fourth Annual Hooked on Books Drive. Once again we are asking you to help us donate new books for
second graders in several of the lowest income elementary schools in Jefferson County. We are working in
cooperation with the Jefferson County Retired School Employees Association who want to provide second graders
with books of their own t o heAsinthepesimmanedf thase chddren aveonaverB g
owned a book and many are still learning English. We hope to help to improve their reading skills (and sometimes
the reading skills of the parents) by giving them books of their own. We know that these are hard economic times
to try to find the funds to support our Outreach projects. We are hoping that each family can donate one book.
I f you candét donate one book, how about one doll ar? |
Donate what you can or if you can.
The teachers have recommended titles that they think will make these children want to read at home. You can
purchase one or more of the paperbacks on the list and place your donation in the school supply bins in the
narthex or you can make a donaBooks¢(pbrageuindheaks) O0H
the bins no | ater t hciooksdrviceoneVardh2@rid. t he 10 06
The Association requests that you follow these guidelines when you are purchasing books:
1. Only new paperback books, please.
2. Most books should be purchased for second grade boys and girls, but a few books from kindergarten and
higher levels than second grade are also needed.
The following is a list of suggested books:
Suggestions for series: Magic Treehouse; Junie B. Jones; Captain Underpants
Suggestions for beginning readers with limited vocabularies: Mercer Mayer books; Arnold Lobel books (like Frog &
Toad); Arthur books by Marc Brown
Suggestions for story books and/or nonfiction books about the following subjects: Kittens & puppies; Jokes;
Football; Soccer: Magic:; Tigers: Snakes; Fairy Tales; Sports; Animals; Dogs & cats; Reptiles; Princesses; Beginning
reader picture books; Black History or stories about Black children
Suggestions for Spanish language books: Books which have the text in Both English and Spanish, if you can find
any. Two of the schools have requested Spanish for their children so the books will be taken home and shared
with their Spanish speaking parents.

A centering prayer group is forming and will meet bi  -monthly on Saturday mornings at the
church. Please e -mail or call Cynthia Roberts for more information: croberts@alcatel -
lucent.com, or 303 -791-7296.

Women in the Spirit Spring Retreat sponsored by
St. John Chrysostom Episcopal Church, Golden.
May 15™-17"

The Women in the Spirit (WITS) retreat wi | | focus on |living into J

All women are welcome and invited to an encouraging weekend filled with music, teaching, relaxing

and fellowship. The retreat will be held at the Rocky Mountain Lodge of High Peak Camp near Estes
Park with The Rev. Michelle Danson as the retreat leader.

"Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she entered the
houseé and greetWherkl Elziabaethdeét h heard Maryds g
And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit." Luke 1:39-41
Something amazing, life-changing had happened to Mary, and she wanted to tell someone. What
can we learn from this encounter between these women whose lives were changed? Deadline to
register is April 17.
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The Rev. Todd W. Sorensen, Rector
The Rev. Bob Walker, Assisting
The Rev. Shirl O6Hall o
Jorie Pumphrey, Administrative Assistant
Blane Abernathy, Music Director
Kim Stephens, Childrends
Ashlee Kisicki, Youth Minister

Sunday Worship and Activities

7:30 and 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Adult Breakfast Club and Church School
9:00 a.m. (except summer)
Child Care: 8:45i11:15 a.m.
Youth Group: 7:00i 8:30 p.m.
Office Hours: Mondayi Friday 9:00 a.m.i 1:00 p.m.

Closed Holidays and as Announced
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God Bless Our Defenders

Thomas Wihera
Bill Sutton
Andrew Hoffmann
Aaron Quintinar
Christopher Beets
Clay Unruh
Todd Holbrook
John Freeman
Tim Bisping
Chase Petitijean
Ford McGuffee
Evan Brown
Brandon Seder
Alexander Frank
Michael Machell
Tyler & Colin McNamee
Mathew Candirian

The Gregorian Chant of Saint Gregory’s Parish

March 2009 Page 7




