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By now most of you have probably heard
about St. Arbucks. It was started through an
anonymous donation, with the purpose of increasing
fellowship. During the summer months we have a
good number of people staying around to visit, often
for almost an hour. But as soon as the weather turns,
it seems people have found it harder to make it all
the way over into the Parish Hall. The experiment
was to see if more people would come over and
stick around a bit. It seems to be working, with a
good number of cups being served each Sunday. As Barbara is familiar with
espresso making, she volunteered to get this started. She has been joined by an able
assistant in Mark Manta, who does all but the hot things. It was not intended to
replace the regular coffee, but to be an addition to it.

Want to help? Join the St. Arbucks Guild. Just see Barbara for a quick
training. By the way, the man in the logo (notice the period to make it Saint?) is
patron saint of coffee: St. Drogo. Evidently he was a French hermit & shepherd, with
little else known about him, or how he came to be the patron saint of coffee.

It's time to sign up for our annual Snow Trip. Due to changes at
Snow Mountain Ranch (they now require a 2 night stay) we are
booked for the YMCA at Estes Park. Our time will be Saturday,
January 24 to Sunday, January 25. The snow maybe a bit “if-ier”,
Editor | but there is still plenty to do. We have a lodge with 16 rooms.

Megan Reardon
SethandMegan@msn.com
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www.acai-1.com/
stgregory/webpage.shtml|
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We're trying to keep the costs down, and yet not go in the red, so
our preliminary estimate is $110 per room, plus about $8 for food
per room. These rooms have either 2 queens or a queen and a
bunk, with one room containing 4 bunks (great for you community
types). Anyone desiring to save and willing to combine with others,
go ahead and sign up, indicating your willingness. We will let you
make arrangements with others who have indicated the same.
Please sign up at the kiosk.
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Fr. Todd Sorensen
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Jim Tierney 8 303-478-2415
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Fellowship/Evangelism
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Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ,

Greeting in the New Year, and in the transition from the twelve days of Christmas
to Epiphany. Both seasons are about God revealing himself to us. In these days of
economic darkness, it can be hard to see the Light of Christ. As | write this, things are
not looking good for our budget next year. All indications are that it is a result of our
anxious and tight economy. Everyone is affected in many ways. We will keep you
posted on our budget and planning, especially at the annual budget presentation on
January 18.

We have been tracking our reduced attendance over the last months, and have
found the same experience across denominations and across the country. If anyone is
staying away from church because of their personal economic situation, please come.
A loving community is where you shouldbe. Turning to be even closer to our loving
God is what we should be about.

We have had a vastly increased number of people with physical problems, in
the hospital, or in recovery. Cars have broken down, families are facing various
crises, people have been out or work. My mentor priest and good friend died a few
days ago. And on and on it goes. The pastoral needs are great. Thank the Lord we
have a community to provide it We
is a blessing and strength. Personally, | thank those who have reached out to Barbara
& | fiGod willing and the creek™don
my recent reading of AThe Shacko ha
of God lived in relationship with him and one another.

So in these days of physical, economic, and emotional, remember what John
said: What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all
people5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it
John 1:3% The light of Christ will prevail over any and all darknessAs someone
once wrlodg est dirs do not shout; they
obscure, can be a light to those around him and thus attract and guide others to the
harbor of peace. o0 A |little |Iight go
34Your eye is the lamp of your body. If your eye is healthy, your whole body is f
of light; but if it is not healthy, your body is full of darknes85Therefore consider
whether the light in you is not darkness36If then your whole body is full of light,
with no part of it in darkness, it will be as full of light as when a lamp gives you
light with its rays." Luke 11:336

So what we focus our attention on, that is what we see. And if all we see is the fear of
darkness, we will be in darkness, not living in the light of the overwhelming love of
God in Jesus, finding fault instead of blessings, retreating instead of living in the
world. So let us all keep our eye on the light come into our world. And shine on.
Your brother in Christ,

Tt
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HEAVEN PPENINGS

By
Kim Stephens

The Advent Dinner was a wonderful evening with fantastic food, great fellowship, and a
storytelling! A very special thank you to the OPALS for providing the dinner! The parer
for your recipes because the children loved them solhauokhloil to the Schanbachers for

setting up and all who assisted with the clean up! Thank you to Kathy Kreidler who not
wonderful story with us, but also coordinated the entire evening!! It was nice to bring al
together for aanderful night of fellowship. We all enjoyed our time together! Hopefully

1Rl rRMWY | I mf Rr|lwere ]l | R krR- a8armnqr1’

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! To all who helped to prepare for the Christn
Thank you to the parents for yoppstt in getting the children to Sunday school and practi
Thank you to the children for all of your hard work in preparing for the pageant! Thank
Abernathy for your time and talent providing the incredible music! A very specitd Katiry/y
Kreidler for her wonderful gift of storytelling! We so enjoyed experiencing the Advent af
story each week. A huge thank you to Kat Christopher for making our little sheep costu
you to our teachers, Kathy Kreidler, JahiahylVieat Stadler, and Lori Schultz for your time
talents this month! | am so very grateful for all of the support | receive from the parents
andparisioners OQNmMm wNe dwr ml  iwathoaal ef you!! Thank yowyfa
a wonderful year! | look forward to another great year in 2009!

Sunday School Schedules:
January™ 28" Tony and Lisa Miller, Margie Erbeck, Tim Dennis

February122'% Julie Wolfinger, Will Emerson, Jennifer Klangtephens
*** \We need a substitute for Julie ont8e1®. Please let Kim know if you can help. Thank

Nursery Schedule:

January "4 Wendy DeArment, Kayla Hasse
11thJulie Wolfinger, Sarah Emerson
18-Jennifer Ashworth, Brett Hasse
25"- Wendy and Joseph DiBiasi

February - Wendy DeArment, Kayla Hasse
8"- Orie Roberts, Sarah Emerson
1%- Need an adult voluni@aett Hasse
22'% Wendy and &ph DiBiasi
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CHANT CHUCKLE

The Army of the Lord

A friend was in front of me coming out of church one day, and the preacher was standing at the door
as he always is to shake hands. He grabbed my friend by the hand and pulled him aside.
The Pastor said to him, "You need to join the Army of the Lord!"
My friend replied, "I'm already in the Army of the Lord, Pastor."
Pastor questioned, "How come I don't "see you except at Christmas and Easter?"

He whispered back, "I'm in the secret service"

NOVEMBER FINANCIALS

December 10, 2008
Financials for November 2008
— November was a good month for the finances at St
Expense Gregory’s. Total pledge income, including some
S early December pledge payments was ~$2,000
over budget. Plate income was ~$500 over
budget. The combination brings our total income
to ~$3,000 above budget. Thanks to all of you for
your help.
Expenses for the month were ~$1,000 less
_ than budget, mostly miscellaneous items including
lrfc‘gﬂe weather related costs like snow plowing. Hopefully
we will not catch up these expenses during the
% rest of the winter.
Once again thanks to all for your faithful
o 100,000 200,000 300,000 contributions as well as doing your part in keeping
the expenses under budget.
November YTD YTD
08 Actual Budget Actual Budget
Pledge
Income 18,480 16,560 205,669 201,377
Plate Income 3,265 2,779 25,922 27,778
Other
Income 2,495 1,394 26,939 26,188
Total Income 24,240 20,733 258,530 255,343
Expenses 19,514 20,464 255,637 256,787
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I probably havendt wince prabably High Sthoob kut | feel compelled to do so with the book
0The Shacko6é by Wm. Paul Young. It seems everyone is re

Isitreal ? Asis obvious in the acknowledgments, it is a work of fiction, but perhaps bas ed on one
wrestling with some real events. The first part of the book is very hard to endure, a very painful story. Once
through that, the book takes a very different direction.

Through a series of conversations, the protagonist, Mack, encounters the Trinity, but not as one might
expect. Paul Young captures some wonder ful i mages of w
surprises away. Just be open to the unexpected, and ke
Great Divorced6, which is about how we find hell or heay
insights, with images that capture the imagination, and encourage our faith to grow.

The descriptions of how the three persons of the Trinity relate to one another, yet are the same, can be
real food for contemplation. Itds also about how they
Al though Youngds i mages dondt | ook |ike the typlingvisibnof a
why we address God by personal names | i ke OFather o6 and
one of very many quotable quotes on this: Mack asks oW
O0Because ybuedendtvrobedondt know that we | ove you. The
freedom in my love. | am not talking about rational fears regarding legitimate dangers, but imagined fears, and
especially the projection of those into the future. To the degree that those fears have a place in your life, you
neither believe that | am good nor know deep in your heart that | love you. You sing about it; you talk about it, but
you dondt know it. o

The context of the encounter with God is a deep grief, wh ich Mack dubbed 0The Gr ¢
sadness Mack wrestled with his anger at God and himself, at the justice of events, and why very bad things
happen to very good people. God reveals that in his love, forgiveness reigns - and is freeing for us, his created
people. Young also shows how God could love even with tragedy, and that he does not cause, but works through all

things. The Father tells Mack: 06Just because | wor k i
orchestrate thetrage di es. Don6t ever assume that my using someth
accomplish my purposes. ... Grace doesndt depend on su

grace in many facets and cadlmadess, hé gaveus thesabilitydo chobsa,twhich Is the G
source of both the greatest good and the greatest evil. He can work through both.

My biggest issue with the book i s Youngdsnade eosrigiiomfors t
contro I. God called us into community, and yes, we have had to do our best (and sometimes we did our worst) to
live into that community. Paul found himself writing letters of correction to the early communities. We
(Christians) had to draft a statement of Creeda | faith to protect against some compelling but false teachings
about God. We had do decide which books had the authority of faith to include in the Bible, and which ones to
|l eave out. Yes, the O0Churchdé has al s eserdrg. Butiatitisebest ibictiee d
place of support where we Otwo or three gatheredd will
control, as Mr. Young portrays.

That said, there are many wonderful gems of what living in and with God area  nd can be like. For any
wrestling with fear, grief, or forgiveness, this book can be transforming. This is a book to write in i to mark your
favorite passages. (I would like to hear what those might be i send me the page and paragraph.) It is worth
reading... again and again. See article on adult ed.
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% Fuannie Nantas
oL, Francis Genter

who is a relatively new St. Gregoryd
She submitted the following article to give us an insight into

how the Center
helps the homeless and what we can do to assist

The St. Francis Center (SFQ) just celebrated its 25th anniversary. It was founded by Bishop Frey and Deacon
Womack, whom many of you may know. The following is the description of the

mission of the Center as found
on their website: 0St. Francis Center is a refuge for
providing services that enable people to meet their basic needs for daily survival and to transition out of

homele ssness. It is a safe, inviting place to be during the day when other shelters are unavailable...More than

anything el se, St . Francis Cent er Itsthé anly day derdepia Dewterevherei t
the clients (who are referred to as  guests) can get a shower and store their personal possessions.  They get a large
trash bag and can get in and out of it all day. There is a clothing center where they can get a complete new outfit

and other necessities. They often put new things in their ~ bags or sort the items already in their bag. All new
donations, as well as discarded clothes, which are washed and recycled, are put in the clothing room.

Most of the
guests are men, but about a third are women.

The guests can get mail and messages at the Center. The Center is also a place to visit with the other guests, get
help or talk to the volunteers or staff. A meal is cooked by Catholic workers two days a week and there is coffee
available every day. Volunteers help the guests with storage, mai |, and messages, plus hand out shampoo,
conditioner, lotion, soap, bath gel and toothpaste.

If needed, the guests can get a toothbrush, razor or comb.
When a person does a small job, they get a clothing certificate so that they can get everything they ne

can get a coat, blanket, sleeping bag or sheets. ~ Many of them sleep on the streets o

shelters.

ed. They
ri n o c a Mangsbeepin

There is a clinic with a nurse or, on Thursdays, a van with doctors on site. Some days there is someone to cut

hair, or people to help them write letters or fill out paperwork and also to help with legal matters or food

stamps. There is also a staff person or mental health worker to help them get IDs, birth certificates, and phone
calls to home. They can also get help to find housing.

There are 58 apartments with supervisors and a new building is being built with 50 more apartments. An
employment service and a place for a nurse will be built below the apartments.

The employment service can
keep people busy with daily work.

They are always happy to get donations of the following items: pants, especially jeans size 30 -34, underwear,
(especially boxers, size 30-34), socks, shoes, boots and shoe laces (size 34-52), or bootlaces, Vaseline, shoe polish,
tee-shirts, coats, sweatshirts and sweaters. Used items are also welcomed. Other items which are in high demand
are AA batteries, tampons and hydrogen peroxide.

The St. Francis Center is a welcoming place for new people and old

-timers. Everyone is there as a representative
of Jesus.
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SUNFLOWER

FARMERS MARKET

$25 “Serious Food...Silly Prices

$25

Great News!

Wedve added Sunfl ower

Far mer s

Ma r kle ddditioroto King Soopers &nd Safeway n

Gift Cards, we will now also be selling $25 and $50 Sunflower Market Gift Cards.

For those of you who are unfamiliar wi t h our

St . Gr-emaifirCard Rrogfam, ove helf  support the

Mission Outreach Board projects by purchasing Gift Cards from King Soopers, Safeway and now also, from

Sunflower Market, at a discounted price.
regular price.

We usually get a 3% discount on th e cards. We sell the cards at the
That means if we purchase $100 worth of Gift Cards at $97, Outreach gets $3 to use for Outreach

projects. The even better news is that Sunflower Market is giving us a 5% discount!

In additionto the Gift Car d s, we
during

I f you want to buy Gift

distribute
purchasesWatg®et ber2%omdélsat e

Cards or
service or Jami Jones, Merrill Kingsbury or Caroline Lang

Al bertsonds Community

from Al bertsono

g e td, seenRerfe IHbpkins afterche @:30 ar@ o
after the 10:00 am service.

Twas the month after Christmas,
and all through the house
Nothing would fit me, not even a blouse.

The cookies I'd nibbled, the eggnog I'd taste
At the holiday parties had gone to my waist.
When I got on the scales there arose such a
number!

When I walked to the store it was less walk than
a lumber

I remembered the marvelous meals I'd
prepared;

The gravies and sauces and beef nicely rare,
The wine and the rum balls, the bread

with dirt

I said to myself, as only I can

'You can't spend another winter and the cheese
And the way I'd never said, "None for me
please."

As I dressed myself in my husband's old shirt
And prepared once again to do battle disguised as
a man!"

So ---- away with the last of the sour cream dip,
Get rid of the fruit cake,

every cracker and chip
Every last bit of food that I like must be banished
Till all the additional ounces have vanished.

I won't have a cookie -- not even a lick.

I'll chew only on some long celery sticks.

I won't have hot biscuits, or corn bread, or pie,
I'll munch on a carrot and quietly cry.

I'm hungry, I'm lonesome, and life is a bore
But isn't that what January is for?

Unable to giggle, life's no longer a riot.
Happy New Year to all and to all a good diet!
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The Rev. Todd W. Sorensen, Rector
The Rev. Bob Walker, Assisting
The Rev. Shirl O6Hall o
Jorie Pumphrey, Administrative Assistant
Blane Abernathy, Music Director
Kim Stephens, Childrends
Ashlee Kisicki, Youth Minister

Sunday Worship and Activities

7:30 and 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Adult Breakfast Club and Church School
9:00 a.m. (except summer)
Child Care: 8:45i11:15 a.m.
Youth Group: 7:00i 8:30 p.m.
Office Hours: Mondayi Friday 9:00 a.m.i 1:00 p.m.

Closed Holidays and as Announced
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God Bless

Thomas Wihera
Andrew Hoffmann
Christopher Beets
Todd Holbrook
Tim Bisping
Ford McGuffee
Brandon Seder
Michael Machell
Mathew Candirian

Jeremiah Allen
Kirby Wasson

Our Defenders

Bill Sutton
Aaron Quintinar
Clay Unruh
John Freeman
Chase Petitijean
Evan Brown
Alexander Frank

Tyler & Colin McNamee
Clifton Crandall

John Duncan Freeman

Kirby Wasson
Travis Blackman
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