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Our annual Outdoor 

Worship and Picnic 

will be Sunday, 

August 30. As we did 

last year, we will 

worship outside the 

church—one service 

only at 9:00 a.m., 

then have our picnic. 

It is a good time for those from the two services to 

see each other. We plan to include more games for 

the kids (and playful adults). We will provide the 

burgers & hot dogs, you bring a side or dessert. 

Please sign up at the kiosk or call the office so we 

know how much we need to purchase. This is a 

great opportunity to invite unchurched friends! 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:SethandMegan@msn.com
http://www.acai-1.com/
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THE VESTRY 

Fr. Todd Sorensen 

720/363-2118 –  

frdrummer@msn.com 

 

Sr. Warden — Scott Kingsbury 

303-742-9704 
scottkingsbury@gmail.com 

 

Jr. Warden — Bill Kreidler 

303-933-9070 

bkreidler@mkainc.com 

 

Treasurer — Harvey Frank 

303-795-6067 

harvey@acai-1.com 
 

Clerk — Bonnie Frank 

303-795-6067 

bonnie@acai-1.com 

 

AREAS OF OVERSIGHT 

Long Range Planning — Vestry 

 

Worship 

Jami Jones — 303-566-5958 
haroldj@usa.net 

 

Spiritual Growth Education 

Cynthia Roberts-303-791-7286  

croberts@alcatel-lucent.com 

 

Physical Facilities 

Ace Ashworth-303-981-0696 

Ashworth16@msn.com 
 

Fellowship/Evangelism 

Michael Stephens 

Michael.stephens@qwest.com 

 

Resources/Stewardship 

John Manta 

jmanta@chicagobooth.edu 

 

Outreach 
Orie Roberts  — 303/791-7296 

orieroberts2@hotmail.com 

 

The Gregorian Chant is 

published monthly, except 

July, by the Episcopal Parish of 

St. Gregory, 6653 West 

Chatfield Avenue, Littleton, CO 

80128 

 

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 

 

It’s hard to believe, but summer is already two thirds (plus) past, and we are 

gearing up for fall! Be sure to check out the articles about Sunday School and Youth 

Group. A vital church lives on active volunteering. We are blessed with many of you 

being involved in, often more than one ministry- some of you four or five. On behalf 

of all of us, thank you for your faithful service. 

We are always looking for individuals and/or couples to assist with Sunday 

School and Youth Group. We are required to have at least two people present in each 

classroom and at every youth group meeting. We are grateful that many teachers are 

returning again this year. But we always welcome and need new faces. Some of our 

teachers have been involved for several years and may want a break at some point. It 

would be great to have new teachers gaining experience alongside our experienced 

teachers.  

Teaching is not just for parents. We have some of our youth helping, and some 

adults whose children have long ago left the nest. This is a great place for 

grandparents to be involved, or those who never have had children. We are required 

to have all of our teachers go through training in ―Safeguarding our Children,‖ a 

workshop regarding prevention of abuse. Thankfully, we now have enough trained 

leaders to conduct our own training session at St. Gregory’s. This is actually a 

worthwhile workshop for everyone, especially parents. See Kim’s column for details 

of this training. 

I have taken over the Youth Group once more, and am developing a new vision 

for it. The diocese has issued new guidelines regarding confirmation. They have 

affirmed that confirmation is an adult affirmation of one’s baptismal vows. They have 

determined that the appropriate youngest age for this affirmation is 16 years old. 

Many of us remember being dragged to confirmation instruction when we were about 

12 years old, enduring several weeks of classes, even having to memorize some stuff, 

then being confirmed and finally being able to receive communion. When the Book 

of Common Prayer underwent its major revision, a process actually started in 1928, 

but not gaining momentum until the 1960s, study of scripture and ancient practiced 

determined that baptism is full membership in the Body of Christ, and therefore all 

baptized persons are welcome to receive communion. We have first communion class 

for those in second grade and up to prepare or instruct them in communion. We leave 

it to parents whether to have their children receive from an early age, or wait until 

first communion.  

 The diocese is also requiring a period of at least one, but preferably two or 

three years for preparation for confirmation, and have issued a list of topics that 

should be addressed.  Kim and I are working on including this instruction both 

through the 4
th

- 6
th

 grade class and through youth group. Kim is helping me evaluate 

curriculums and we will be working on how toincorporate these into youth group and 

Sunday School. See both the Sunday School and Youth Group articles for more 

information. 

I would greatly welcome any adults to assist in these youth group endeavors. I 

desire for our youth to be prepared not just to confirm their baptismal vows, but to go 

out on their own strong in the faith. This would be a great opportunity to learn and 

grow in one’s own faith. No previous experience or skills required. You do have to 

enjoy the youth and be willing to get silly once in a while. A lack of adults will limit 

some of what we could do. And speaking for the youth, they really like NOT having 

their parents there. Please pray about this and talk to me. 
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13
 The people brought children to Jesus, hoping he might touch them. 

14
 The disciples shooed them 

off. But Jesus was irate and let them know it: "Don't push these children away. Don't ever get 

between them and me. These children are at the very center of life in the kingdom. 
15
 Mark this: 

Unless you accept God's kingdom in the simplicity of a child, you'll never get in." 
16

 Then, gathering 

the children up in his arms, he laid his hands of blessing on them. Mark 10:13-16 (The Message 

Translation) 

 

Your brother in Christ, 

Fr. Todd + 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS DELIVERERS 

NEEDED 

 

 This ministry has real value.  Those who deliver and those who receive 

altar flowers each Sunday both experience feelings of warmth and love. 

This ministry has been, and is now, carried on by OPALS (Older People 

with Active Life Styles).  Please know that our you nger church members 

are very welcome to participate. We need you.  People in this ministry can 

deliver flowers to ill, injured or shut -in 

persons including other parishioners, family members, friends and 

neighbors.  

A new delivery schedule is prepared every four months.  The next 

schedule will be prepared to cover September through December 2009. 

To enjoy this ministry, please contact Walt Kowalchik  in person, by 

phone (303 -948 -7845) or by E -mail (carowalt@msn.com).   

mailto:carowalt@msn.com
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.herbarium.com/images/others/monet.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.herbarium.com/images/others/&usg=__aCrCNz2Qy-nVxrjlbYpZXpLsjAs=&h=524&w=380&sz=54&hl=en&start=4&tbnid=cWvpw7BATyJmyM:&tbnh=132&tbnw=96&prev=/images?q=Monet+flower&gbv=2&hl=en&safe=off
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It is time for our next Alpha course.  

This course, which is popular around the world, 

is designed as a basic introduction to the 

Christian Faith. It currently is being run in over 

160 countries, in over 100 languages. It has 

proven to be a powerful enrich ment for even 

life -long church members. We strongly 

encourage it for any new to the parish as a 

great way to meet others and share in our 

common faith. You can learn more about it at 

alphausa.org.  

 The course involve s eleven or twelve weekly 

meetings and the highlight is a weekend away. 

The next course will begin on Tuesday, September 8. We start with 

dinner at 6:30 and conclude promptly at 8:30. Childcare can be available - 

just let us know.  

We ask that you come and check it out. Just register for the first 

session, so we know how many meals to prepare. Please sign up at the 

church kiosk or call the office at 303 -979 -5236 to register for the first 

evening  

on the 8 th .  
 

 

 
 

Over 80 years ago, the Roman Catholic Church  in Spain, in response to 

concern that men were under represented in church, started a weekend 

using laymen to present talks on the basics of the Christian faith. They 

called in òCursillo en Christianidadó or òshort course in Christianityó- 

Cursillo for sh ort. It quickly became very popular. Womenõs weekends 

were added, and the movement spread eventually to the U.S. and to the 

Episcopal Church, where is had been active for over 35 years. We hold 

Cursillo weekends for combined men & women in Colorado. The ne xt one in 

our part of the state will be Thursday evening, September 10 th  through 

Sunday the 13 th . Contact Kay Burtula (303 -948 -9183, 

fandk@idcomm.com) for more information or to apply.  
 
 

http://www.alphausa.org/
mailto:fandk@idcomm.com
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By Kim Stephens 

 

Wahoo!   We had lots of fun at Avalanche Ranch our VBS program this summer!  We saddled up our 

horses and galloped along on a wild ride through Godôs word.   Each week there were crafts, games, 

snacks, music and Bible stories that centered on a Bible point.  We e xperienced how God is real, 

God is with us, God is strong, God is awesome, and God is in charge.    

THANK YOU to our fun - loving and dedicated volunteers who made this experience possible:  Lisa and 

Tony Miller, Lori & John Schultz, Julie and Chase Wolfinge r, Beth and Rich Prinzi, Jennifer, John, 

Mark and Robbie Manta,  Lori & Grace Hazen, Michael Stephens, Shelby & Jordyn Pumphrey, Alexis 

Grantham, Janise McNally, Kim  Imel, Katelyn Erbeck, Hunter DeArment, and Will Emerson.   Each of 

you is a blessing to us  at St. Gregoryôs!   

 

Itôs hard to believe, but it is time to plan for our upcoming Sunday school year!  We have a 

wonderful group of children as well as an amazing group of volunteers.  I invite you to join us 

this year for fun and faith filled adventures  and experience Godôs love for us.    

There are many opportunities to help.  We are in need of teachers, assistant teachers, snack 

volunteers, and substitute teachers.  No experience is necessary.  All lessons and materials are 

provided.    Teachers and as sistant teachers are scheduled for four Sundays at a time and usually 

serve once in the fall or winter and once in the winter or spring.  You donôt need to have 

children in our program to volunteer, only a love for God and a desire to share His love and Wo rd 

with others.   

Please contact me for more information or if you are interested in helping -  303 - 470 - 6442 or 

michael.stephens@q.com  

 

WANTED BY GOD:  ALL CHILDREN  
Sunday school begins on September 13

th.  
 Children will come directly to the Parish hall for our 

10:00 service and will return to church for Holy Eucharist.   Snacks are provided!  

Fr. Todd and I are exploring something NEW this year!  We are offering FOUR classes this year: 

Preschool and Kinderga rten, First and Second graders, Third through Fifth graders and a Jr. High 

Youth Group for Sixth through Eighth graders.   Registration forms will be e - mailed or handed out 

after the 10:00 service beginning in August.  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 

SAFEGUARDING GODôS CHILDREN WORKSHOP-  is mandatory for all volunteers who work 

with children and youth in our church.  It is a great resource for parents as well!   In 

preparation for the upcoming Sunday school year, we are hosting this workshop at St. Gregoryôs on 

Friday, A ugust 21
st

 from 5:30 - 8:30.  Dinner and child care will be provided!   Mark your calendars 

and plan to join us for an important and necessary workshop so we can keep our children at St. 

Gregoryôs safe!  Please contact me with any questions or concerns.  Look for a sign up sheet on 

the kiosk.   

 

St. Gregoryôs Annual Church Picnic is scheduled for Sunday, August 30
th

 

immediately following the 10:00 service.  All are invited and encouraged to attend!  We are 

planning some fun games and activities for the children and a pot luck lunch!  It is a kick - off 

party for our Sunday school program as well as a great opportunity for fellowship.  We have some 

new families that have joined our wonderful St. Gregoryôs family- please come to meet and welcome 

them!  Look for a sign up sheet on the kiosk.   
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We are going to Boondocks on Sunday, August 2. We will have lunch at church, then leave for a  

day of go karts, miniature golf,  bumper boats and more. Cost will be subsidized by the youth 

fund - so to make it fair, it will be $13 for adults and $5 for youth. This  is for any in 6 th  

through 12 th  grader s. Please call Fr. Todd for info.  

 Kim & Fr. Todd have met recently, and in trying to meet various needs, we are going to 

try some new things. This is definitely a work in progress. We are willing to risk, to try, maybe 

to fail, in order to learn and grow and improve. We ask and need your involvement and feedback 

to help us grow in these areas. One problem with a combined youth group is that the age range 

from 6 th  grade to senior in high school is just too large. We have done this to try to get a 

larger group. We would like to try a different approach ñ to learn new ways to do youth group 

and confirmation. See Fr. Toddõs article for more on confirmation. 

 What we are working on is to create a new Junior High Group for those in 6 th  through 

8th  grades, which would meet primarily  on Sunday mornings during Sunday School. Their 

curriculum will be confirmation instruction. We are looking primarily for couples to work with 

this Jr. High group, teaching a 4 ð 6 week segment at a time. Once a month, and for special 

events, they are invited to combined meetings with th e Senior High Group. Parents of 8 th  
graders ñplease see Fr. Todd to talk about their coming to both Jr. & Sr. High in this 

transition/experimental period.  

 We recognize that this might impact our acolyting. We wonõt turn away any who 

want to acolyte, but as  we feel it is important to get the confirmation instruction, we are 

willing to have fewer acolytes in church. For the present, acolytes will continue to be scheduled 

as usual, and we will monitor how this works with the new class.  

The Senior High Youth Group, for those in 9 th  through 12 th  grades, will meet on Sunday 

evenings from 6:30 ð 8:00.  Since we are just developing this, they will also be involved in 

confirmation preparation. Eventually we would like to see the basics taught in Jr. High, with 

the Sr . High digging deeper into Bible study, prayer, worship, and service. We recognize that 

this will mean a smaller Youth Group on Sunday evenings, but we hope to capitalize on that by 

being more free to do trips, events, etc.  

 We will resume our meetings of both groups on Sunday, September 13 ñJr High in the 

morning and Sr. High (plus ð see above) in the evening. If I remember our conversation from 

last May, the best time was 6:30 ôtil 8:00. We look for adults willing to help. 

 As mentioned, all of this is ver y much a work in progress. Please feel free to come to Fr. 

Todd with your concerns or ideas.  
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A man is talking to God.  

The man asks God how much a million years is to him God says that it's a second.  

Then he asks how much a million dollars is to him God says it's a penny. 

 

So the man asked, "God can I have a penny?"  

And God replied, "Just a second." 
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The Rev. Todd W. Sorensen, Rector 

The Rev. Bob Walker,  Assisting 

The Rev. Shirl O’Halloran, Deacon 

Jorie Pumphrey,  Administrative Assistant 

Blane Abernathy, Music Director 

Kim Stephens, Children’s Ministries Director 

 

Sunday Worship and Activities 

7:30 and 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

Adult Breakfast Club and Church School 

9:00 a.m. (except summer) 

Child Care:  8:45–11:15 a.m. 

Youth Group: 7:00–8:30 p.m. 

Office Hours:  Monday–Friday 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. 

Closed Holidays and as Announced 
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God Bless Our Defenders 
Thomas Wihera  
Bill Sutton  
Andrew Hoffmann  
Aaron Quintinar  
Christopher Beets  
Clay Unruh  
Todd Holbrook  
John Freeman  
Tim Bisping  
Chase Petitijean  
Ford McGuffee  
Evan Brown  
Alexander Frank  
Tyler & Colin McNamee  

 

 

Clifton Crandall  

Jeremiah Allen  

Kirby Wasson  

Travis Blackman  

Arthur Thorness  

Alexander Colchiski  

Ben Powell  

Eileen Laubacher  

Joseph Ottmo  

Brandon Seder 


